Membership Packet

following forms enclosed:

· Introduction 
· Membership defined 
· Statement of faith

· Church covenant
· Membership application

· Membership agreement

Introduction to Church Membership
The Bible teaches us that as believers we are part of “one body” and that body is Christ’s body!! (1Cor 12:27)   Every part of Christ’s body is an important part.   In seeking formal membership, you are saying “I take my commitment to this body seriously”.  We freely join that we might “consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds” and to fulfill the commission that Jesus gave to the church, go, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. (Matthew 28:19,20)

We are greatly encouraged that you are interested in the ministry of REVIVE and are wanting more information about what it means to be a member of our church. 

The material that follows will help you understand church membership.  If you want to apply for membership, please sign the documents and return this packet to the church clerk. We encourage you to keep a photocopy or an electronic copy for yourself. If this is not possible for you, let us know and we will make a copy for you. 

If questions arise, please feel free to contact:

Interim Pastor Mark Willock
pastor@revivealexandria.com  

613-363-0348 (cell) 

Church Membership Defined
A member of REVIVE Church Alexandria Inc. is a person who has been accepted into membership with an 80% favourable vote of the church membership at a duly called church meeting. 
How Do I Become a Member?

All candidates for membership will: 

 - have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
-  have regularly attended REVIVE for at least six months. 

 - have been baptised by immersion in water as a believer.
 - agree with Constitution of this church. 
 - fill out a membership application and submit it to the church clerk.

 - sign the membership agreement and be interviewed for membership.
Candidates will be interviewed by representatives of the Leadership Team.  The representatives bring a report to a church meeting where an 80% vote of acceptance in a church meeting is required.  Alternately, a candidate can apply by means of a “letter of transfer” from a previous church after regularly attended REVIVE for a minimum of 6 months, signing the membership agreement, complete an interview, and receive a 80% vote at a church meeting.  
A church member can be transferred to the Inactive Members’ list if they cease to attend this church for a period of 6 months.  Transfer of a member to the Inactive Members’ list requires an 80% vote at a regular church meeting.  An inactive member can be reinstated to the Active Members’ List at a church board meeting with a unanimous vote, or at a church meeting with an 80% vote.  It will be the responsibility of the church board to review the Inactive Members’ list and provide an updated copy to the membership at the Annual Meeting.  Anyone who has been on the Inactive Members’ list for a period of one year can be removed from the membership role by an 80% vote at a regular church meeting. 
REVIVE Church Alexandria Inc. 
 Statement of Faith         
1. We believe the Bible is the inerrant, verbally inspired Word of God complete in the original writings (Exodus 24:4; 2 Timothy 3:16). 

2. We believe in the existence of only One, Living, and True God, the Creator of all things, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the same in essence and equal in attributes (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 44:6-8; Jeremiah 10:10; & Matthew 28:19).
3. We believe Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is both True God and True Man. He lived a sinless life, died for our sins, and rose again in bodily form. His personal return is imminent (Luke 1:26-35; John1:1,14; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; & Hebrews 2:14).
4. We believe the Holy Spirit baptizes and indwells all believers. His role is to convict people of their sin, to convert the sinner, and empower those who are yielded to God (John 14:26; 1 Corinthians 12:13, 6:19; & Ephesians 5:18).
5. We believe human beings are created by God in His image. Humans have fallen into sin, and as a result are separated from God and are completely unable to restore that broken relationship themselves. The shed blood of Jesus Christ is the only means to restore a person to a right relationship with God (Genesis 1:26-27; Ephesians 2:1-3; & 1 John 1:7).
6. We believe that by the grace of God a person who repents of their sin and receives Jesus Christ, by faith, as Lord and Savior is born anew of the Holy Spirit and becomes a child of God. This person we call a believer. It is these believers, regardless of denomination, that make up the true, invisible church the Bride of Christ (Ephesians 2:8; John 1:12; Acts 2:38-39; & John 11:52).
7. We believe God will not change His mind about our salvation. We also believe that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. As believers we have the responsibility of persevering in our faith (Numbers 23:19; Isaiah 49:15-16; John 10:27-30; Romans 8:38-39; Matthew 24:12-13; Mark 13:13; & Colossians 1:22-23).
8. We believe in the sanctity of human life from conception until death (Psalm 139:13-16; Exodus 20:13; & Genesis 1:27).
9. We believe in God’s design for marriage between a man and a woman for life (Matthew 19:4-6; & Genesis 2:18-24).
10. We believe in the resurrection of all people to face a final judgment before God the just to eternal life with God and the unjust to eternal damnation separated from God (John 14:1-3; & Revelation 20:15).
11. We believe in two ordinances: baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Both ordinances are intended only for believers (Matthew 28:19; & 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
12. We believe baptism is an act of obedience and a public declaration of one’s faith. We practice believer’s baptism by immersion in water (John 3:23; & Acts 8:35-36).
13. We believe the Bible teaches that there are assigned positions of leadership and authority within the local church. We are to pray for our leaders and submit to their authority within the local church (Hebrews 13:17; & Ephesians 4:11-12).
14. We believe in voluntarily associating together to maintain our worship of God. We acknowledge Jesus as the Head of the Church, and we accept no other authority but His Holy Word. We agree that as part of this church. We are called with all Christians to make disciples of all nations, starting in our local area, as Jesus commanded (Hebrews 10:25; & Matthew 28:18-19).
I agree with this statement of faith:  ______________________________________

Date:            ______________________
CHURCH COVENANT
Our Promise To Each Other As Members
We, having been saved by the sovereign grace of God through Jesus Christ, and baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, do, in the presence of God and this assembly, covenant together to serve Him as one body in Christ Jesus. 

We covenant, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to love one another as commanded in Holy Scriptures by faithfully praying for each other and by helping and comforting each other in times of distress and sickness.   We covenant together to pursue peace and unity within the church body above our own individual preferences by being slow to anger and quick to forgive. 

We agree to use our spiritual gifts to build up, support, strengthen, and serve the body of Christ.  We promise to faithfully attend and adhere to the corporate prayer, worship, ordinances, doctrines, and authority of this church as laid down in the inspired Word of God.

As members of this Body of Christ we commit ourselves to financially contributing cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry of this church: her expenses, and her efforts against sin and injustice in the world, the help of the poor and disadvantaged, and the spread of the gospel throughout the nations. 
We covenant, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to uphold Christ in our homes and to pursue a regular, private devotional life with the Lord.  We also covenant to teach our children the truths of the gospel and to train them in how to live a holy life pleasing to God.

We covenant, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to advance the Kingdom of God through a loving witness to relatives, friends, and all people by sharing with them the salvation found in Jesus Christ and by striving to live a holy and blameless life before them.  

Having made these promises to each other we agree that we will not easily separate ourselves from this church.  However, should we have to leave this community of believers, we agree to search out quickly another church in whose fellowship we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.

I will uphold the principles of this church covenant:

Signed:  _____________________________________  
Date:   ______________________________________

Membership Agreement

It is my desire to be accepted into the membership of REVIVE Church Alexandria Inc.  I willingly accept and subscribe to the Constitution, Statement of Faith, Church Covenant, and this Membership Agreement.   

In assuming this membership, I agree to be loyal to the interests of this church, to seek its purity and unity, to be involved in its ministry, to contribute to its support, and to be subject to its discipline. 

If at any time I find myself out of harmony with the Statement of Faith, or the Covenant of this church, or if my conduct or belief is called into question by the Elder’s board, and if it is found that I am unwilling to settle the differences on scriptural grounds, (Matthew 18:15-17), I hereby acknowledge the right of the Elder’s board to recommend to the church that my name be removed from the church membership. 

Signed:  _______________________________________

Date:    ____________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Application for Membership

REVIVE Church Alexandria Inc. 
Alexandria, Ontario
Name:  ___________________________________     

Address: __________________________________________________________ 

Phone (home)  ________________           Phone (other)     ___________________

Email:  _____________________________
Please complete either section A or B, and questions 1 to 6 (use back of form or additional paper as required). 

Section A.  If you are transferring membership from another Church:

      Name & city of previous Church: ____________________________________ 

      Pastor’s Name:  ___________________________         

      Clerk’s Name: ____________________________


      References from your previous church: names and phone numbers of two 

      individuals that we may contact.   

      1)   ____________________________      _______________

      2)  ____________________________       _______________ 

      How long did you hold membership in this church?    ___________

      Give a brief description of your experience, participation, and reason for 

      withdrawing from the church:   __________________________________ 

       ___________________________________________________________ 

Section B  
1.  Have you been baptised by immersion?     Yes  /   No 

     Location:  ___________________________       Date:___________________

2.  Have you accepted the Lord Jesus as your Lord and Saviour?   Please give a brief description of your experience.        _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________.

3.  Are you willing to further describe your conversion experience at an interview with representatives from the Leadership Team?        Yes  /  No  

4.  Briefly, describe why you want to become a member at REVIVE. __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________.

5.  Is there a particular Scripture verse that is meaningful to you?                   
__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________.
6.  What do you consider your spiritual gifts to be?   _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________.

7.  Briefly describe your ministry experience and church involvement:  
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.


